
Riverside Sign Ordinances  

General Rules 

“The policies and principles stated in this Section apply to all signs within the regulatory 
scope of this Chapter, and to all procedures set forth in, or invoked by, this Chapter. 
These policies are to prevail over any other provision to the contrary, even if more 
specific. A. Enforcement Authority. The Zoning Administrator is authorized and directed 
to enforce and administrate the provisions of this Chapter.  
For more information, please visit the City Code at 19.620.050 Basic Policies.” 

Public Right of Way 

Taken from 19.620.020 Purpose and Regulatory Scope. Policies for private party signs 
on City-owned property, on the public right of way, and publicly owned properties in 
which the City holds the present right of possession or for which management rights 
have been delegated to the City, are stated in Chapter 19.625 (Private Party Signs on 
City-Owned Property and the Public Right-of-Way). (Ord. 6966 1, 2007) 
For more information, please visit the City Code at 19.620.020. 

Prohibited Signs 

Unless otherwise permitted by a specific provision of this Chapter, the following sign 
types are prohibited in all zones: A. Moving Image Signs. Signs which blink, flash, 
shimmer, glitter, rotate, oscillate or move, or which give the appearance of blinking, 
flashing, shimmering, glittering, rotating, oscillating or moving. B. Permanent Signs 
Displaying Off-Site Commercial Messages. Permanent structure signs displaying 
commercial messages (billboards) are prohibited in all zones.  
For more information, visit 19.620.240 Prohibited Signs and Sign Elements. 

Real Estate Signs 

For Real Estate Offered for Sale, Rent or Lease (Not Including Transient Occupancy). 
Subject to the regulations and conditions stated in this subsection, the signs described 
in this subsection may be displayed without permits. The signs allowed under this 
subsection shall be removed not more than 5 days after the proposed transaction has 
closed, or the property is withdrawn from the market.  

1. Residential Properties. On all properties with a residential principal use, 1 
temporary freestanding unlighted maximum 4 square foot real estate sign may be 
displayed per street frontage not to exceed 6 feet in overall height. Such signs shall be 
removed within 5 days following the closing of the proposed transaction, or the 
withdrawal of the offer or solicitation.  



2. All Non-residential Properties. On non-residential properties, and properties 
containing both legal residential and non-residential uses, real estate signs may be 
displayed, using either of the following options: 

a. Freestanding signs. One maximum 24 square foot, 8 foot high, double-faced, 
freestanding for sale, rental or lease sign per street frontage is permitted. On sites 
having more than 1 frontage or on interior lots at least 2½ acres in size, an option of 
placing the sign faces at a 45-degree angle to each other is permitted. Signs shall be 
located no closer than 2 feet from public sidewalks and 12 feet from the curbline or from 
the pavement where curbs are lacking. In no case shall signs be placed in the public 
right-of-way. In the event a building sign is installed as permitted in paragraph 
19.620.210 A 2 b of this Section, the freestanding sign herein described shall not be 
permitted.  

b. Building Signs. In lieu of a permitted freestanding sign, 1 for sale, rental or lease 
building sign per frontage, a maximum 24 square feet in area shall be permitted for 
buildings or occupancies within 63 feet from the curbline or from the pavement where 
curbs are lacking. In the event a freestanding sign or signs are installed as permitted in 
paragraph 19.620.210 A 2 a of this Section, the building sign herein described shall not 
be permitted.  

Time Limit. Such signs shall be removed within 5 days following close of escrow or 
finalization of sale, rental or lease. (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

Miscellaneous (other notable information) 

A. Signs Must Comply with This Code. In all zones, only such signs as are specifically 
permitted in this Chapter may be placed, erected, maintained, displayed or used, and 
the placement, erection, maintenance, display or use of signs shall be subject to all 
restrictions, limitations and regulations contained in this Chapter. The placement, 
erection, maintenance, display or use of all other signs is prohibited.  
For more information, visit the City Code at 19.620.060 General Provisions. 

 


